these difficulties, knowing that the harder the
to            conflicft the greater the glory of a triumph, . . .

I hear that his Excellency Prince John Casimir
is gone to Ghent. I hope he will form no sepa-
rate agreement with those people; they are al-
ways acftuated by blind impulse, and never show
the least moderation in their proceedings* The
death of John of Austria will undoubtedly be
a heavy blow to the Spanish cause. The King
of Spain will not find it easy to supply his place
with a man who will hold the troops in hand
so well as he did. The memory of his father, his
own engaging manners, and the successes of his
early youth, obtained him the good-will of the
army and great influence over them, His men
have endured great hardships all through this
summer, and yet they never showed signs of
insubordination. Although I should have wished
that all his plans in Belgium might fail, still nature
forced me to feel sorrow when I heard of his
death, while I reflected that he hail done* much
good service to Christendom* that lit* was not to
blame for the misfortunes which the Belgians
have to struggle with, and that if he has acted at
all wrongly, he did it under orders from others.
There are various rumours about the mantu*t of
his death.

The person who you my letter wrote
you word that he was my friend. 1 suppose to
be George Gylpin# Secretary to the            corn*

174u must stand firm
